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WORKING GROUP OF SENIOR OFFICIALS DISCUSSES SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION AND PRODUCTION

On 12-13 October 2006, the third meeting of the Working Group of Senior Officials (WGSO) was held in Geneva. WGSO-3 focused on details of agenda of the Sixth Environment for Europe Ministerial Conference, scheduled to take place in Belgrade on 10-12 October 2007.

Sustainable consumption and production (SCP) will be on agenda on the 2nd day of Belgrade Conference, in the afternoon.

At the WGSO-3, Sweden presented the paper on SCP 
(See  http://www.unece.org/env/efe/wgso/Belgrade/documents/
WGSO/SCP.EfE.Oct.2006.3rd.wgso.pdf  ) 
aimed to give special attention to the issues of sustainable consumption and production in South Eastern Europe (SEE) and Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia (EECCA) and give suggestions for the Belgrade Conference. Sweden said that the initiative to support and move the SCP further in Belgrade agenda is also supported by Austria, Switzerland and some other countries.

UNEP is working on mapping SCP in EECCA and SEE countries and will prepare a good practices paper which will be a Category 2 document.

However the countries mentioned above with a leading role of Sweden are suggesting to prepare a short, concise and targeted document with the status of Category 1 to provide a recommendation for a text to be adopted by the Ministers as part of the Ministerial Declaration. This document should take up findings  from the Category 2 document. The focus of the Category 1 document will be in particular on SCP in EECCA and SEE countries. The document should be drafted by mid-January (as all Category 1 documents) and presented to Executive Committee at mid-February meeting.

US delegation opposed the proposal to have a Category 1 document on SCP. The US said that SCP is not a UNECE issue and cannot be dealt with in the framework of "Environment for Europe" process. According to them, SCP should be dealt with via UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) / Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD) in the context of implementation of decisions taken at the World Summit on Sustainable Development, as well as via UNEP. The US said that they are against inclusion of SCP in the Ministerial Declaration.

Finland (as EU Presidency) supported SCP with the reasoning that this is a paper on environmental policy, which can be dealt with in the framework of the "Environment for Europe" process. Croatia, World Bank and the World Health Organisation said that they are very interested in this issue and support it.

European ECO-Forum said that sustainable consumption and production should be one of the central parts of the "Environment for Europe" process. ECO-Forum stressed that NGOs would like to see the Pan-European approach and be actively involved in the drafting of the Category 1 paper. Recalling earlier ECO-Forum suggestions and NGO Statements on this issue, ECO-Forum Chairperson presented ECO-Forum's paper on SPAC 
(see http://www.unece.org/env/efe/wgso/Belgrade/documents/
WGSO/ECO.Forum.Statement.SCP.3rd.wgso.pdf ). 
It focuses on a Pan-European regional framework and strategy to achieve sustainable production and consumption to be developed in the framework of "Environment for Europe" process. This paper was initially drafted by ANPED and finalized with the input of several ECO-Forum Issue Groups with a number of comments received from SEE region and from EECCA region via the EAP Issue Group mailing list.

At the end of the SCP discussion at WGSO Germany took the floor on the categories of the documents and stressed that first WGSO should see draft documents and then decide which documents should go to the Ministerial agenda and which should not. 

At the moment the work on SCP Category 1 document will continue. The first draft should be ready by mid-January 2007. ECO-Forum made it very clear that it was interested to participate in the drafting.

Please send all comments and contributions to:
Jeffrey Barber
European ECO-Forum SPAC Issue Group Coordinator
Integrative Strategies Forum, USA
E-mail: jbarber@isforum.org

For more information on WGSO-3 session contact:
Victoria Elias
European ECO-Forum CB Chair
Eco-Accord Center, Russia
E-mail: velias@mail.ru
