The Sustainable Production and Consumption of Energy:
Views from Civil Society
Sponsored by
Citizens Network for Sustainable Development (CitNet)
and Northern Alliance for Sustainability (ANPED)

This event, hosted by the Citizens Network for Sustainable Development and the Northern Alliance for Sustainability, provides important civil society views on the sustainable production and consumption of energy. Unsustainable production and consumption patterns have long been recognized as the major cause of environmental degradation as well as contributing to poverty and threats to health. This is especially so in the case of energy with its impacts on global warming, air and water pollution, displaced communities (especially among the poor), as well as dangerous competition and conflict over energy resources. 

Since Rio, despite improvements in technological efficiency, a variety of voluntary initiatives, and many international meetings discussing the options, the assault on the health and security of communities and ecosystems has deepened in conjunction with growth in overall energy consumption and production. As some governments and industry groups emphasize growth over concerns about the impacts, we risk stalemate on real progress.  

Nevertheless, many groups and institutions around the world are showing determined efforts to overcome that stalement, make good on political promises and develop plans and practices needed to truly reorient current energy production and consumption patterns towards sustainability. 

As a contribution to the 14th Session of CSD's review of progress in implementing the sustainable energy objectives of Agenda 21, the Programme for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21, and the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, this event will focus special attention on the some of the environmental and social impacts of current energy production and consumption practices and values and what has and is being done to change those practices and values. Speakers include:

· Andrey Ozharovskiy, Energy Working Group, North Alliance for Sustainability (ANPED)

· Marie Cirillo, Clear Fork Valley Institute/Appalachian Coalition for Just and Sustainable Communities

· Donald Brown, founder of the Pennsylvania Consortium for Interdisciplinary Environmental Policy and author of American Heat: Ethical Problems with the US Response to Global Warming
· Facilitator: 

· Jeffrey Barber, Integrative Strategies Forum/Citizens Network for Sustainable Development
